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Company History
Molecular Machines & Industries was originally founded in Jena, Germany, in 1991, by 
the University Professor Dr. Stefan Seeger, who is a faculty member at the University of 
Zurich, Inst.für Physikalische Chemie. Since 2001 the company Molecular Machines & In-
dustries (MMI) is located in the following places: Munich, Germany (MMI GmbH), Zurich, 
Switzerland (MMI AG), and Haslett, USA (MMI Inc.).
The companies WEB address is http://www.molecular-machines.com.

Focus & Competencies
More than 20 employees develop, produce and distribute High Precision Instruments for 
Laser based Micromanipulation solutions, like Laser Microdissection, Laser Micromanipu-
lation and Capillary based Sorting of tissues, cells and biomolecules. MMI‘s instruments 
are used in the Life & Biomedical Sciences, and cover disciplines in Molecular Pathology, 
�$�B�O�D�F�S���3�F�T�F�B�S�D�I�
���/�F�V�S�P�4�D�J�F�O�D�F�T�
���.�P�M�F�D�V�M�B�S���1�B�U�J�F�O�U���1�S�P�ç�M�J�O�H���J�O���1�F�S�T�P�O�B�M�J�[�F�E���.�F�E�J�D�J�O�F���B�O�E��
Biomarker Discovery for the elucidation of novel therapeutic targets. Furthermore, the 
company is involved in developing Nano/ Chip based technologies for cell analysis and 
isolation. Laser
Microdissection is the most important prerequisite for the research on diseased versus 
�O�P�O���E�J�T�F�B�T�F�E���U�J�T�T�V�F�T�
���B�O�E���F�O�B�C�M�F�T���T�D�J�F�O�U�J�T�U�T���U�P���T�U�V�E�Z���U�I�F���J�O�è�V�F�O�D�F���P�G���B���Q�B�S�U�J�D�V�M�B�S���N�J�D�S�P����
environment.

Core Competencies
The Core Competencies of the MMI Research & Development team are:
�Þ���)�B�S�E�X�B�S�F���E�F�T�J�H�O�������F�O�H�J�O�F�F�S�J�O�H���P�G���P�Q�U�J�D�T���B�O�E���N�F�D�I�B�O�J�D�T
�Þ���4�P�G�U�X�B�S�F���E�F�T�J�H�O�������P�Q�F�S�B�U�J�O�H���T�Z�T�U�F�N�T
�Þ���*�N�B�H�J�O�H���4�P�G�U�X�B�S�F���E�F�T�J�H�O�������D�P�O�U�S�P�M�M�J�O�H
�Þ���4�U�B�U�F���P�G���U�I�F���B�S�U���-�B�T�F�S�
���$�B�N�F�S�B�
���B�O�E���.�J�D�S�P�T�D�P�Q�F���J�O�U�F�H�S�B�U�J�P�O

�5�P�H�F�U�I�F�S���X�J�U�I���P�V�S���D�V�T�U�P�N�F�S�T���B�O�E���D�P�M�M�B�C�P�S�B�U�P�S�T���X�F���ç�O�F���U�V�O�F���U�I�F���E�F�T�J�H�O�������G�V�O�D�U�J�P�O���P�G���P�V�S��
products towards:
�Þ���&�B�T�F���P�G���6�T�F
�Þ���3�P�V�U�J�O�F���Ô���$�P�N�Q�B�U�J�C�J�M�J�U�Z
�Þ���.�F�E�J�V�N�������)�J�H�I�������5�I�S�P�V�H�I���Q�V�U
�Þ���*�O���W�J�U�S�P���E�J�B�H�O�P�T�U�J�D�T���Ô���D�P�N�Q�B�U�J�C�J�M�J�U�Z

In the past and present, MMI was and and is a well accepted / honoured partner in 
European funded projects, such as the 6th framework program QUAGSIC (quantitative 
analysis of genes in single cells). We combine our R&D expertise with excellent strategic 
market analysis and marketing skills, contributed by team members with dual degrees in 
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�F�O�H�J�O�F�F�S�J�O�H���P�S���U�I�F���M�J�G�F���T�D�J�F�O�D�F�T���B�O�E���C�V�T�J�O�F�T�T���	���.�#�"�
���5�I�F���B�J�N���P�G���U�I�J�T���Q�S�P�ç�M�F���J�T���U�P���J�O�U�S�P-
duce MMI as an attractive partner, open to participate in interdisciplinary R&D projects 
with public funding.

People
Members of the management and R&D team:

André Imhof COO
�Þ��Engineering Degree from the Institute of Technology in Zurich, EMBA Swiss Business - 

School
�Þ��Before joining MMI in 2003, CEO and CMO for 4 years in a Swiss SME
�Þ��Several Management positions at the Rieter Group in USA, Germany and Switzerland
�Þ��17 years of experience in International Management, Sales, and Marketing

Norbert Brill CTO
�Þ��Physical Engineering and Laser Techniques at the University of Applied Science in 

Ravenburg and Berlin
�Þ�� �1�S�J�P�S���U�P���.�.�*�
���$�5�0���B�U���4�D�I�B�F�S�F�S���.�B�Z�ç�F�M�E���"�(���J�O���4�X�J�U�[�F�S�M�B�O�E
�Þ��Several management positions at HMT AG in Switzerland
�Þ��15 years of experience in various technical positions related to medical devices

Dr. Stefan Niehren CIO
�Þ��Studied physics at the University of Heidelberg
�Þ��Ph.D. in Physics from the Federal Institute of Technology, Zurich
�Þ��Before joining MMI in 2001, he was CTO at SL Microtest developing a DNA Sequencer 

�C�B�T�F�E���P�O���N�V�M�U�J�Q�M�F�Y���è�V�P�S�F�T�D�F�O�U���D�P�M�P�S�T
�Þ��Developed and published on numerous laser applications mainly in the bio sciences 

using optical tweezers for measuring the interaction forces

Dr. Antje Plaschke-Schluetter
�Þ��Studied biology in Heidelberg (German Cancer Research Center) and received a doctor-

ate in Cell & Molecular Biology being a graduate student of Prof. W. Birchmeier , Max 
�%�F�M�C�S�V�F�D�L���$�F�O�U�F�S���G�P�S���.�P�M�F�D�V�M�B�S���.�F�E�J�D�J�O�F�
���F�Y�F�D�V�U�J�W�F���#�#�"���Ô���(�4�#�"���;�V�F�S�J�D�I�
���D�B�O�E�����T�U�V�E����
Master in Marketing, University of Wales

�Þ��Management positions in the Biopharmaceutical Industry at Boehringer Mannheim & 
Hofmann La Roche until 1999

�Þ��Sales & Marketing Manager with MiltenyiBiotec until 2006
�Þ��Joined MMI in April 2007
�Þ�� �3�F�T�Q�P�O�T�J�C�M�F���G�P�S���1�S�P�E�V�D�U���.�B�O�B�H�F�N�F�O�U���B�O�E���T�V�Q�Q�P�S�U�T���.�.�*�Ö�T���4�U�S�B�U�F�H�J�D���4�D�J�F�O�U�J�ç�D���.�B�S�L�F�U-

ing and Business Development

Dr. Mirek Piechotka
�Þ��Ph.D. and Engineer in Electronic Materials Technology at the Warsaw Technical Univer-

sity
�Þ��Research work at the Solid State Laboratory of the Swiss Federal Institute of Technol-

ogy, Zurich
�Þ��Leader positions in software engineering for medical and biological applications
�Þ��Joined MMI AG in 2008 as Head of Software Development



 
 

Topics potentially of interest for 
Molecular Machines & Industries 

 
 
 
 

Biotechnology, Generic Tools and Medical Technologi es 
 
 
High-Throughput Research ��
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Innovative Therapeutic Approaches and Interventions  
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Translating Research for Human Health 
 
 
Research on the Brain and Related Diseases, Human D evelopment and Aging 
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Translational Research in other Major Diseases 
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